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›› LOS ANGELES — Held at the Forum in 

L.A. on Jan. 16, “I Am the Highway: A Tribute 

to Chris Cornell” was a five-hour fundraising 

concert celebrating the life and legacy of the 

late lead singer for Soundgarden, Audioslave, 

and Temple of the Dog. Rat Sound supplied 

all of the sound reinforcement for the night, 

including a full L-Acoustics K1/K2/KS28 PA 

plus five DiGiCo and two Avid mixing con-

soles and an Avid multi-track recording rig.

Along with members of the three bands, 

the evening included performances by  

Metallica, Foo Fighters, The Melvins and oth-

ers. Hosted by Jimmy Kimmel, the show also 

featured guests including Jack Black, Brad 

Pitt, Brandi Carlile, Fiona Apple, Josh Homme, 

Miley Cyrus, Adam Levine, Chris Stapleton 

and Ziggy Marley. Cornell, who suffered from 

depression, took his life in May of 2017.

Rat Sound has a long history of work-

ing with Soundgarden, dating back to the 

band’s tour with Danzig in 1990. “The event 

presented some unique and complex chal-

lenges, which we enjoyed overcoming,” not-

ed Rat Sound account manager Tom Worley. 

Rat Sound spent three days at the venue and 

fielded 15 crewmembers to handle setup, on-

site rehearsals and the show. “It was a special 

event for a good cause,” said Worley, “and we 

were thrilled to be a part of it.”

The L-Acoustics PA comprised, per side, 

12 K1 arrays over six K2 for the main hangs 

and eight K1 over four K2 for the side hangs. 

Thirteen additional K2 per side provided cov-

erage out to 270 degrees in the sold-out are-

na, which seats nearly 18,000. Rat Sound also 

flew nine KS28 subwoofers in a cardioid con-

figuration per side, supplemented by another 

20 KS28 subs on the floor. Eight ARCS II and 

eight Kara II cabinets provided front fill.

A stage thrust offered space for acous-

tic ensembles and soloists to perform while 

the backline was being changed over for the 

main bands on the turntable stage behind 

them, says Worley. “We had some L-Acous-

tics X15 HiQ wedges across the front of that 

thrust that handled all of the acoustic acts,” he 

said. Sidefill on each side of the main stage 

included two ARCS II and a pair of KS28 subs. 

“It’s a nice configuration with a low profile, so 

the promoters liked it,” Worley added.

Greg Nelson, longtime FOH mixer for 

Pearl Jam, who also mixed the 2016 Temple 

of the Dog reunion tour, manned a DiGiCo 

SD5 for full-length performances by Sound-

garden and Temple of the Dog, with a sec-

ond SD5 handling monitors for both bands. 

“We took a MADI split off the SD-Rack into 

an SD9 for guest artists,” says Worley. “All the 

guest vocalists, and anyone that came up as 

a guest guitarist or instrumentalist, had a set 

of in-ears and a set of wedges running off 

the SD9.”

DiGiCo SD12 consoles at FOH and the 

stage were used to mix the acoustic acts as 

well as the production elements, such as 

the host mic and video segments played 

between performances. One of the night’s 

highlights was Ryan Adams performing  

A Tribute to Chris Cornell

›› PORT PERRY, ON — Adamson 

Systems Engineering named audio 

industry veteran Marc Ber-

trand as its chief executive 

officer (CEO). Bertrand will 

lead Adamson’s global op-

erations from its headquar-

ters in Port Perry, Ontario, 

as company founder Brock 

Adamson, recipient of this 

year’s Parnelli Audio Innovator award, 

assumes the role of chairman.

Bertrand formally joined Adamson 

in Nov. 2017 as managing director 

Americas after serving in an advisory 

EAW Co-Founder Kenton 
Forsythe Returns to 
Help Build the Future

›› WHITINSVILLE, MA — Having 

celebrated its 40th birthday in 2018, 

Eastern Acoustic Works gave itself a 

special birthday present, with EAW 

president TJ Smith reachong out and 

convincing EAW co-founder and former 

vice president of strategic engineering 

Kenton Forsythe to rejoin the company.

Long known for his innovative designs, 

Forsythe’s mid-1970s vintage BH215 dual 

15-inch bass horn became the basis of 

some of EAW’s earliest products.

“When we started EAW, we kept on 

going with some of the designs we had 

used at Forsythe Audio Systems,” he 

noted. “We designed the CS-3 for Car-

lo Sound, an integration of the BH215 

dual 15-in low-frequency horn with an 

MR102 12-inch mid-frequency horn and 

a Community BRH90 high-frequency 

horn in one big box. It probably was the 

first integrated, flyable touring rig.”

›› ANAHEIM, CA — The 18th Parnelli 

Awards also served as the 10th gala where 

Indispensable Technology (IT) Awards 

were bestowed honoring product inno-

vation. FOH and PLSN readers gave prod-

ucts from L-Acoustics, Chauvet 

Professional, ROE Visual and 

Tyler Truss and the “IT” nod.

L-Acoustic’s L-ISA system 

took top honors in audio. (More 

info at plsn.me/IT-Audio.) Chau-

vet Professional’s Maverick MK 

Pyxis won in the Lighting cat-

egory. (More info at plsn.me/IT-Lighting.) 

For the Video category, ROE Creative Dis-

play’s Black Marble LED Floor Panels took 

top honors. (More info at plsn.me/IT-Video) 

And For staging, readers gave Tyler Truss 

Systems’ Centerline Truss the nod. (More 

info at plsn.me/IT-Staging.) Congrats to all 

the winners!

Tenth “IT” Awards Honor 
Audio, Lighting, Video 
and Staging Products
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The National Theater of Japan is 

using Riedel systems, Page 10

FELICE ANNO NUOVO!

Recco provided an Outline GTO 

system for NYE in Milan, Page 10
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Pro Production Sessions Provide NAMM Attendees 
with Ideas and Insights

››ANAHEIM, CA — For a second year, 

the Pro Production Sessions presented by 

FRONT of HOUSE, PLSN and Stage Directions 

magazines brought some of the leading 

names in live event production together to 

offer an in-depth look into project designs 

via a series of keynotes and single-speaker 

and panel presentations at the Anaheim 

Hilton.

“In our second year as being part of 

NAMM, it is clear that the opportunity to 

put on these sessions is a huge success,” 

said Terry Lowe, FOH/PLSN/Stage Directions 

publisher and executive producer of the 

Parnelli Awards. “From Kevin Lyman to the 

top lighting, audio and video designers for 

the likes of U2, Taylor Swift, Fleetwood Mac, 

and other top acts, their insights can really 

benefit all who attend the NAMM Show.”

The 2019 lineup, once again moderat-

ed by Michael S. Eddy, Nook Schoenfeld 

and Debi Moen, among others, started off 

Jan. 24 with a discussion of new technol-

ogies and trends to watch out for at this 

year’s NAMM event. Then Yvan Miron, this 

year’s Parnelli Visionary Award recipient 

and founder of Stageline, led the series of 

“In Conversation With…” discussions, also 

offering his insights for sessions titled “Stag-

ing — Green and Safe.” Then, “It Doesn’t 

Get More Real Than This: Mortal Danger at 

Shows” featured the Event Safety Alliance’s 

(ESA) Sue McGuirl and Shawn London, who 

was the sound engineer for Eagles of Death 

Metal at the Bataclan nightclub, in a session 

moderated by ESA VP Steven Adelman.

On Jan. 25, the Pro Production sessions 

began with a keynote discussion from Kev-

in Lyman, founder and producer of The 

Rat Sound flew the L-Acoustics K1/K2/KS28 system. Adamson Systems 
Engineering Names 
Marc Bertrand CEO

Marc Bertrand
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Kevin Lyman shared his thoughts on festivals and touring.
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See EAW, page 8



6 FEBRUARY 2019 • fohonline.com

INDUSTRYNEWS

Neutrik’s new range of TRUE OUTDOOR PROTECTION products for demanding 

outdoor applications is setting standards. UL50E certified for outdoor use, UV 

resistant and IP65 rated. For more information visit www.neutrik.com

STANDARDSSETTING

etherCON® TOP

powerCON® TRUE1 TOP

CORROSIVE GAS

& UV RESISTANT

UL 50E

CERTIFIED

RUGGED

& RELIABLE

ENCLOSURE TYPE 4

& IP65 RATED

Cornell’s “Dead Wishes” and Soundgarden’s 

“Fell on Black Days” on acoustic guitar with 

several string players, including Don Was on 

acoustic bass, Worley noted.

The Melvins, who kicked off proceedings 

with a five-song set, ending with Sound-

garden’s “Spoonman,” and Audioslave, with 

guests such as Foo Fighters’ Dave Grohl, 

Metallica’s Robert Trujillo, Geezer Butler of 

Black Sabbath, and Chris Chaney and Perry 

Ferrell of Jane’s Addiction, played through an 

Avid Profile at FOH with a second Profile for  

monitors.

Worley managed signal routing across 

the complex system using Outline’s Newton 

multi-source, multi-format audio processor 

and matrix mixer, which Rat Sound has re-

cently adopted for festivals and similar large 

events. “We were looking for something that 

was bulletproof that sounds good and is very 

simple and easy to use,” he says.

In all, the event made use of more than 

100 wireless channels for microphones, 

backline and IEMs, some of them on shared 

frequencies over the course of the night, and 

including spare, tech, and production shout 

channels. “Jason Glass was our RF coordi-

nator,” says Worley. “We didn’t have a single  

issue.”

Rat Sound also archived audio for the 

entire concert, which encompassed a total 

of 42 songs. The company used Avid Venue 

S6L desks for the multitrack recording, said 

Worley, “Just for the usability with Pro Tools. 

We had four Avid Stage 64 I/O racks, which 

we landed beside each monitor position, 

and came out of everyone’s splits, analog. We 

picked up the stage racks as we needed them 

and had a main and redundant AVB stream off 

each desk in a production room backstage.”

Soundgarden brought the night to a close 

with an eight-song set that saw the likes of 

Peter Frampton, Taylor Momsen, Marcus Du-

rant, Tom Morello, Wayne Kramer, Taylor Haw-

kins, and Buzz Osbourne, among others, ro-

tate in and out of the lineup. The concert was 

the first time that Soundgarden’s surviving 

members — guitarist Kim Thayil, bass player 

Ben Shepherd, and drummer Matt Cameron 

— had performed together publicly since 

Cornell died while on tour with the band. 

Thayil and Shepherd gave Cornell an emo-

tional final send-off with an intense, extend-

ed blast of feedback at the end of “Black Hole 

Sun” that hung in the air long after they had 

left the stage.

Proceeds from the concert were split be-

tween the Chris and Vicky Cornell Founda-

tion, which was established by the singer and 

his wife to protect and provide for vulnerable 

children worldwide, and the Epidermolysis 

Bullosa Medical Research Foundation.

Chris Cornell

The main arrays included12 K1 over six K2, with nine KS28 

subs and eight K1 over four K2 for side hangs.

continued from page 5

FARMINGDALE, NY — Group One Limited, the Long Is-

land-based U.S. distributor for Avolites, DiGiCo, and other pro audio 

and lighting manufacturers, named Bryan Bradley president. The 

announcement came from Group One CEO Jack Kelly.

Bradley most recently served as the senior vice president and 

general manager of the Americas for Harman Professional Solu-

tions. There, he managed the retail, live performance, large ven-

ue, hospitality and enterprise channels for JBL Professional, AKG, 

Crown, Lexicon, dbx, DigiTech, Soundcraft, Studer, AMX and Martin 

Lighting brands in North, Central and South America.

Bradley joined Harman in 2013, having previously served as COO 

of Alfred Music, the world’s largest educational music publisher. Be-

fore then, he worked for music retailer Guitar Center, Inc., during 

which he held various management positions, including oversee-

ing pro audio/recording merchandise, Guitar Center Professional 

marketing and technology product marketing. Bradley also served 

on Guitar Center’s Strategic Planning Group, working on large-scale 

strategic initiatives and acquisitions for Guitar Center and its sub-

sidiaries, Musician’s 

Friend and Music and 

Arts.

Prior to Guitar 

Center, Bradley was 

a songwriter/com-

poser for TV and film, 

including a stint as 

the music director 

on The Young and the 

Restless. He currently 

serves on the NAMM 

Board and holds a BA 

from Colorado State 

University as well as 

an MBA from Califor-

nia Lutheran Univer-

sity.

Bryan Bradley Named President of Group One Limited

Bryan Bradley


